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RESIDENT’S
ESSAGE

By JoAnne Haffeman

It hardly seems possible the Holiday Season
is fast upon us. At this time of the year, wouldn’t a
hot meal and a drink with friends be nice? You have
this opportunity each time you register and attend a
membership dinner meeting. Your Association is
working hard to plan upcoming PANJ dinner meet-
ings. Not only will you find a delicious meal with
good company, but also we’ll throw in a little continu-
ing legal education for good measure!!!

| have to tell you that the last two dinner meet-
ings have been exceptional. In September, Mary
Ellen Tully, Esq., gave an informative and interesting
presentation on Bankruptcy. What made this meet-
ing particularly enjoyable was the interaction between
the speaker and attendees. The attendees asked
extremely good questions, which promoted a very
active dialog during the presentation.

Our November Meeting feature Fernando
Pinguelo, Esqg. and Natalie S. Feher, Esg., who
talked about E-Discovery in the Civil Proceedings.

Fall 2013

The presentation provided a broad overview
of the topic and management tools that paralegals
can use in these situations.

As will be discussed later in Perspective, the
2013 New Jersey Paralegal Convention was again a
very successful event. This convention marked
twenty years of providing not only education to the
paralegal community but also the opportunity to net-
work and catch up with old friends. The Convention,
despite the enormous amount of work it entails, is
the single most rewarding, and important, event of
the term. | am constantly and pleasantly surprised
with the feedback provided each year that clearly
shows how much attendees really appreciate and
enjoy this event. That's the “payoff’ for all the work
that goes into the planning and hard work required
for the Convention.

Hopefully, I've been able to pique your curi-
osity and your interest and entice you to join us in
future dinner meetings. To me providing these edu-
cation events are what a professional association is
all about.

In closing, | would like to wish you all a very
Merry Christmas and a safe and healthy New Year.
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NALA News

by Kandi Moncelsi, ACP

It's been about 30 years since | sat for the CLA exam and almost two decades since |
achieved the advanced certification in real estate. | can still remember the studying until my
eyes burned, apprehension on the day of the exam and total disbelief when | passed. Once
the shocked passed, | was filled with a satisfaction and confidence that has carried me to
this day.

Many times | am asked, what are the benefits to achieving the CLA/CP designation? Some states, such
as Florida, have come to understand the difficulty of the test and the dedication and commitment to the profes-
sion required to pass the exam, and to keep it current via continuing education credits. Unfortunately here in
New Jersey there are no salary increases, parades or other outwardly obvious reward. Just the self satisfaction
of knowing you put yourself out there, took a leap of faith (and a whole lotta studying!!), sat for the CLA/CP exam
and passed.

Perhaps if more New Jersey paralegals were to sit for and achieve the CLA/CP designation, then the at-
torneys would begin to understand its value.

PANJ is dedicated to the paralegal profession’s continuing success. Want to sit for the exam? Join our
study group. Take a personal challenge. Being a paralegal is not a 9 to 5 gig, it's a career. Let's show the attor-
neys we mean business. Contact me at kmoncelsi@gmail.com if you are interested in joining the study group so
you can sit for the CLA/CP exam and become a member of the growing ranks of that special group of CLA/CPs.
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2013 NEW JERSEY PARALEGAL CONVENTION
By Christine Principe, CP

The 2013 NJ Paralegal Convention was held on October 25, 2013, at the Renaissance in Woodbridge, New
Jersey. The “theme” for this year’s convention was “Celebrating 20 Years of Education for the Paralegal Commu-
nity” as it has been that long that this event has been providing this educational and networking opportunity for the
paralegals of New Jersey.

The convention, which was proclaimed “Paralegal Day” by Governor Chris Christie, was well attended with
the State’s practicing paralegals and paralegal students taking advantage of a day’s worth of seminars and networking
opportunities.

This year’s convention was segregated into four tracks — litigation, family law, miscellaneous and basics.
Three topics in each track were offered, ranging from pre-trial prep, to child advocacy, to immigration to legal writ-
ing and research. There was something for everyone. All attendees came together after lunch for a time manage-
ment/billing seminar.

In addition to the seminars and networking opportunities, there were a variety of vendors providing informa-
tion and goodies, including DGR, The Source for Legal Support, DTI Global, Esquire Deposition, Fortune Title
Agency, Lexis Nexis, Spartan Detective Agency, Transperfect Legal, Guaranteed Subpoena, and the New Jersey
State Bar Association. There were also thirteen sponsors for the Convention.

The National Association of Legal Assistants and the National Federation of Paralegal Associations approved
CLE credits for the Convention seminars.

The Convention provides a great opportunity for paralegals to gain insight into a variety of different topics
and practice areas as well to mingle with fellow paralegals. It was a productive day through and through for all those

who attended.

Please keep an eye out for the “Save the Date” flyer for the 2014 Convention.

Pinwin
Litigation
SllppOl't LLC

“Doirnng it right is a must! We are the people you carn trust!”

We provide ...

Imaging ( Scanning )

Document Coding

Optical Character Recognition (OCR)
Oversize Document Scanning

On Demand Printing

Electronic Data Discovery

CD / DVD Duplication and Editing
VHS to DVD Conversions
Management Software

Onsite Imaging ( Scanning )

High Volume Copying - Color and B & W
Oversize Documents - Color and B &W
Bates Labeling ( Numbering )

Binding and Laminating

Regular and Custom Tabs

Mounting

Custom Size Document Productions
Mailroom Services

Trial Presentation Support

And many other services ...

AL LA LA
KRK LN LY

www.pinwinlit.com

24 Hours / 7 Days!

Free Pickup and Delivery

. 12 Milford Ave. 2™* Floor Newark, NJ 07108 T-973-273-9580 F-973-273-9584 ‘




PROCESS SERVICE

* National
* International

— on[y

THE \ Source
For Legal
Support

Since 1981

Contact us today
1-800-326-0404 /service@d grlegal.com

Visit dgrlegal.com or scan the code
. : By 1L e
with your smartphone s :




BOARD & COMMITTEE DIRECTORY

2013 - 2014 TERM

PRESIDENT
JoAnne Haffeman
(732) 356-8993
johaff@gmail.com

VICE PRESIDENT
Jennifer Ciaburri

(973) 889-4143
jaciaburri@pbnlaw.com

CORRESPONDING
SECRETARY

Christine Principe, CP
(201) 488-1300

cprincipe @sbflawfirm.com

RECORDING SECRETARY
Grace Kelly. CP

(973) 786-4600 x 313
gkelly@msgld.com

TREASURER

Mathew Laskowski

(973) 889-4256
mdlaskowski@pbnlaw.com

NALA LIASON

Kandi Moncelsi, ACP
(973) 476-2526
kandim@optonline.net

ETHICS CHAIR

Angela Tuzzolino, CLA
(732) 882-9838
a.tuzzolino@yahoo.com

JOB BANK CHAIR

Carol Snyder

(201) 230-4489
caroljsnyder96 @gmail.com

TRUSTEES AS LARGE
Vincent Ascolese

(908) 397-1699
vascolese@wilentz.com

Sarah Robinson
(973) 432-6554
paralegalsr@yahoo.com

Jennifer Smith
(973) 586-4953
ismith@einhornharris.com

Carol Snyder
(908) 230-4489
caroljsnyder96@gmail.com

NEWSLETTER EDITOR
JoAnne Haffeman

(732) 356-8993
johaff@gmail.com

PARALEGAL CONVENTION

COMMITTEE

Kandi Moncelsi, ACP
Convention Coordinator
973) 476-2526
kandim@optonline.net

Jennifer Smith,

Treasurer

(973) 586-4953
jsmith@einhornharris.com

Christine Principe, CP
Speaker Coordinator
(201) 488-1300
cprincipe@sbflawfirm.com

NEW JERSEY STATE
BAR ASSOCIATION
PARALEGAL COMMITTE

Jennifer Smith, Chair
(973) 586-4953
ismith@einhornharris.com

Sarah Robinson, Vice Chair
(973) 432-6554
paralegalsr@yahoo.com

Vincent Ascolese
(908) 397-1699
vascolese@wilentz.com

Hellen Carras
elenicar@msn.com

JoAnne Haffeman
(732) 356-8993
johaff@gmail.com

Mathew Laskowski
(973) 889-4256
mdlaskowski@pbnlaw.com

Kandi Moncelsi, ACP
(973) 476-2526
kandim@optonline.net

Dorothy Secol, CLA
(732) 690-7376
dorothy@dorothysecolcla.com

Carol Snyder
(201) 230-4489
carolijsnyder96@gmail.com




2013 NEW JERSEY PARALEGAL
CONVENTION




Page 7

’ Understanding the EDRM

A Conceptual View of the E-Discovery Process

Electronic Discovery Reference Nodel

Information
Management

VOLUME RELEVANCE

Electronic Discovery Reference Madel / © 2009 | V2,0 / widrm fes

NOVEMBER 2013
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REMARKS BY THE HONORABLE R. BENJAMIN COHEN (RET.)
AT THE JUNE 2013 GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING

[Editor's note: As noted in the Summer Newsletter, Judge Cohen’s remarks at the dinner meeting were thought provok-
ing and profound. He has graciously provided excerpts of his presentation for publication in Perspective.]

Litigation is a team endeavor (attorney, paralegal; administrative assistant, others) . . . My court team (law clerk,
court clerk, administrative assistant, Sheriff's officers); must have decency, courtesy, helpfulness. ... As a paralegal
you play in integral role on that litigation team.

What happens in the courtroom is of tremendous importance to the litigants (clients), to the attorneys
and to our system of justice. But what happens in the courtroom cannot happen without weeks, months or sometimes
years of hard work and preparation by the team. . .

Three most important things in real estate [are] location, location, location. Three most important things in litiga-
tion — preparation preparation, preparation. . .

On Reputation being a lawyer's most valuable asset:

A paralegal should make their attorneys/firm look good and well-prepared.

e Make sure their work product is in its best form, not riddled with errors. If a client/adversary/Judge sees lack of
care in your documents, they will equate that to lack of care about their case. Typos, misspelled words, incorrect
grammar, awkward or confusing sentences detract . . .

Being on time is important. You do not want to be the last party on a conference call or the last attorney to show

up to a deposition, mediation, or trial call; or worse, showing up late. Lack of respect for other people's time

demonstrates a lack of care as much as errors do.

Anticipate your attorney's needs. Pack your trial bags with highlighters, pens, folders, exhibit stickers and extra

copies, just in case. Whether your attorney is going to a case management conference, a deposition, a media-

tion or a trial, make sure he/she has the proper documents available and handy for review and reference before-
hand.

Your tone is the face of your boss/company. When you are contacting the Court, scheduling a deposition with an

adversary firm, requesting an adjournment, etc. coming off as difficult or curt will not help your cause. As with

interviews, when a firm asks the receptionist how he or she was treated upon the entrance of an interviewee, a

Judge may ask his/her law clerks or secretary. It can't hurt your cause to be polite when requesting adjourn-

ments, to appear telephonically instead of in person, or for leniency when the appearing attorney is running late.

Try to be prepared with any necessary case information before making a call. Having the docket number, the

case name and parties, and names of the attorneys appearing in the case will expedite getting the proper people

you need on the other line.

If an adversary requests a professional courtesy, grant them the favor (with permission). It will be remembered if

you were unwilling to provide copies of a document, to push back a conference or deposition or to pass a mes-

sage along. When it comes to the time leading up to trial, you may need a professional courtesy of your own.

Decency breeds decency in return.

CONCLUSION

Our system of justice in the USA is not only the best system in the world today, it is the greatest bastion of freedom and
equality that the world has ever known. There can be no true freedom and no real equality of opportunity where there is
not a justice system that is fair and impartial, where the judiciary is not independent, where the basic civil liberties of all
people are not sacrosanct. In this country, we have such a system. There are flaws as with anything human beings do.
Our system is slow. It is expensive. And yet, our system is the envy of the entire world — and rightly so. As paralegals,
you are privileged to play an important role in our great system of justice. That privilege is something you can be proud
of. But with that privilege comes the responsibility to work to the best of your ability, as part of a team, to give your clients
the best representation possible and to always do so while adhering to the highest standards of professionalism. The
noblest thing we human beings can do is, know that we can never achieve perfection, but to strive for that perfection.
Only in that way can we each give the very best effort we are capable of.

Thank you.

The User ID for Job Bank and Perspective is: jobbank
The Password is. . . . . winter2013
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MARK YOUR CALENDAR FOR THE

NEXT PANJ DINNER MEETING!!

TOPIC:

ETHICAL CONSIDERATIONS OF
SOCIAL MEDIA FOR ATTORNEYS AND PARALEGALS

SPEAKERS:

DAMIAN CHIRISTIAN SHAMMAS, ESQ.
ERIC L. PROBST, ESQ.

JANUARY 21, 2014
At The
HYATT MORRISTOWAN AT
HEADQUARTERS PLAZA

SEE YOU ON THE 217!
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